
Exposure Risk Categories

• Living in the same household as, being an intimate partner of, or providing care in a nonhealthcare setting (such as a home) 
for a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection without using recommended precautions for home 
care and home isolation.

• The same risk assessment applies for close contact with a person diagnosed clinically with 2019-nCoV infection outside 
of the US who did not have laboratory testing.

• Travel from Hubei Province, China
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• Close contact with a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV, and not having any exposures that meet a high-risk 
definition. 

• The same risk assessment applies for close contact with a person diagnosed clinically with 2019-nCoV infection outside of the US
who did not have laboratory testing.

• On an aircraft, being seated within 6 feet of a traveler with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection; this distance 
correlates approximately with 2 seats in either direction.

• Living in the same household as, an intimate partner of, or providing care in a nonhealthcare setting (such as a home) for a person with 
symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection while consistently using recommended precautions for home care and home 
isolation.

• Travel from mainland China outside Hubei Province AND not having any exposures that meet a high-risk definition.
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• Being in the same indoor environment (e.g., a classroom, a hospital waiting room) as a person with symptomatic 
laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection for a prolonged period of time but not meeting the definition of close contact.

• On an aircraft, being seated within two rows of a traveler with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection 
but not within 6 feet AND not having any exposures that meet a medium or a high risk definition.
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No Identifiable Risk : interactions with a person with symptomatic laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV that do not 
meet any of the above conditions, such as walking by the person or briefly being in the same room. 



Management of Persons with Potential 

Exposure: ASYMPTOMATIC
Risk Category Movement Restrictions Monitoring

HIGH

Remain quarantined (voluntarily or 
under public health orders on a 
case-by-case basis) in a location to 
be determined by public health 
authorities. No public activities.

Daily active monitoring

MEDIUM

To the extent possible, remain at 
home or in a comparable setting. 
Avoid congregate settings, limit 
public activities, and practice social 
distancing.

Travelers from mainland China 
outside Hubei Province with no 
known high-risk exposure: Self-
monitoring with public health 
supervision
All others in this category: Active 
monitoring

LOW No restriction Self-observation

NO IDENTIFIABLE RISK No restriction None



Management of Persons with Potential 

Exposure: SYMPTOMATIC
Risk Category Movement Restrictions Medical Evaluation

HIGH Immediate Isolation

Medical evaluation is recommended; 
diagnostic testing for 2019-nCoV 
should be guided by CDC’s PUI 
definition  but is recommended for 
symptomatic people with a known 
high-risk exposure.

MEDIUM Immediate Isolation

Medical evaluation and care should be 
guided by clinical presentation; 
diagnostic testing for 2019-nCoV 
should be guided by CDC’s PUI 
definition.

LOW
Recommendation to avoid contact 
with others and public activities 
while symptomatic.

Person should seek health advice to 
determine if medical evaluation is 
needed. If sought, medical evaluation 
and care should be guided by clinical 
presentation; diagnostic testing for 
2019-nCoV should be guided by CDC’s 
PUI definition.

NO IDENTIFIABLE RISK No restriction Routine medical care


